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Tathagat Buddha started his search for an answer to
'dukha’ (suffering -physical, mental, moral & social)
by abandoning palace and seeking the company of
the known recluses of his time. His sufferings did not
begin out of either scarcity of material resources or
of any physical ailment. It was the outcome of subtle
realization on his part after a chance encounter of
sickness, old age, and death. It went deep into his
rational mind that if someone faces sickness, turned
old and become dead then this will be the fate of
every human being irrespective of his status, age and
place. In this way, Buddha's suffering was the out-
come of his encounter with the sufferings of others.
In other words, it was contagious! So it cannot be
designated as moral or something else. May be, we
can call it impersonal-personal- suffering that he at-
tributed to his very inner being after the chance en-
Nevertheless, it occurred despite the
presence of all comforts at his end. And this imper-
sonal-personal-suffering led him to renounce his
palacial living, King father, beautiful wife, a very
small son and to live a mendicant life full of self-in-
vited sufferings. He began his search for the eman-
cipation of sufferings of all sorts outside the palace
and in the company of the known renouncers. He did
what was told to do to attain the 'truth'. He prac-
ticed every formula, yogic exercise and put himself
to self-severe physical afflictions to the extent of
turning his body frame into a mere skeletal. Living
for days just on a single grain. None did work. Fi-
nally, | became clear to him that answer to suffering
cannot be found outside. It might have occurred to
him that how come an answer to sufferings that ex-
perienced within could be located in the outer-
world? This led him do perform a new journey in
search of the 'truth, - a journey within his very self.
It also made him realise that on this journey, the best
way is the middle way - in between extreme indul-
gence and total renunciation! But what distinguished
Tathagat Buddha from all other practioners of spiri-
tual way of finding truth is his scientific approach to
know 'thyself'. He taught us there is dukha in life. It
has a cause. The cause can be tracked down. And
the answer to get rid of that could be found.

Another insight of the realized truth that he
shared with the humanity is that all human beings
are same. There is no upper and lower caste. Free-
dom, equality and social justice are the fundamental
foundations for the journey to launch within by each
one of us. Suffering begin in craving and it never
ends at any stage of life. The only exit is to light
one’s own lamp within. Babasaheb Dr B.R. Ambed-
kar found the noble way to the emancipation and
empowerment of the lower castes in embracing Bud-
dhism, which for him not a religion of rituals but of
social justice, freedom and equality. It taught us to
struggle for salvation through our own efforts. It did
not ask for any mediator between the sufferers and
the God. It called upon us to understand what
caused our suffering and to find a way out. The way
he suggested is: Educate, Agitate, and Organize!
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Remembering Advocate Bhagwan Das: A Profile

Mr. Bhagwan Das was born in an
Untouchable family at Jutogh Can-
tonment, Shimla (Himachal
Pradesh), India on 23 April 1927.
He served in the Royal Indian Air
Force during World War Il and after
demobilisation served in different
capacities in various departments
of Government of India at Saharan-
pur, Shimla and Delhi. He did M.A.

worked with Mr. T. R. Baidwan of
Simla who was the most promi-
nent leader of the Untouchables in
Simla Hills, and joined the Sched-
uled Castes Federation at the ten-
der age of 16. Since then he has
been actively associated with the
Ambedkarite movement and has
done a great deal to promote the
ideas of Babasaheb Ambedkar and

Bhagwan Das: A Profile
(23.04.1927 -18.11.2010)

to unite and uplift the
downtrodden not only of
India but also of other
Mr.
Das is associated with
many organisations of
lawyers, Buddhists,
Scheduled Castes and
Minorities in India. He
was General Secretary,
United Lawyers Associa-
tion, Supreme Court,
New Delhi; General Sec-

countries of Asia.

retary, Bouddh Upasak
Sangh, New Delhi;
Founder Chairman,

Ambedkar Mission Soci-
ety which has branches
in many parts of the
world; Revived Samata
Sainik Dal (Volunteers
for Equality) founded by
Dr. Ambedkar in 1926-
27; Regional Secretary

in History (Punjab University) and
LL.B from Delhi University. He did
research on the ‘Indianisation of
the Audit Department from 1840-
1915’. He has been contributing
articles and short stories to various
papers and journals published in
India.

His father Mr. Ram Ditta
was fond of reading newspapers
and a great admirer of Dr Babasa-
heb Ambedkar. Inspired and en-
couraged by his father, Mr. Das

(North). Indian Buddhist
Council; Founder, Society for the
Protection of Non-Smokers;
Founder President of Society for
Promoting Buddhist Knowledge;
edited Samata Sainik Sandesh
(English) 1980-1990.He was also
the main person behind publication
of “Bheem Patrika” an Urdu and
the Hindi magazine published from
Jullundur (Punjab).

His mother tongue is Urdu.
He learnt English from class 7th.
His command over English and his

British ac- .

cent com- F 4

pelled

many to

label him

as a

“Black

English

Man.” He

isAdib- A :
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write in

Hindi and Punjabi. Just like Dr.
Ambedkar he was not allowed to
read Hindi and he had to take up
Persian at school. His knowledge
about Dr. Ambedkar, Buddhism,
Hindu Castes, Religion and many
more subjects is so vast and thor-
ough that he is often marked as a
“Moving Encyclopaedia.” He is
very modest and simple which
made Bhadant Anand Kaushlayan
to remark, “You are so humble.”

He was married to Rama
Devi (Lucknow) on 9 February,
1957 through the mediation of
Shiv Dayal Singh Chaurasia who
was a member of the Parliament.
He has one son Rahul and two
daughters Zoya and Shura. He be-
came a Buddhist in 1957. His de-
votion to Ambedkarite movement
is very high and he is known as a
True Ambedkarite.

He remained in close con-
tact with Dr. Ambedkar at Delhi
from 1942 till his death. He also
adopted Buddhism in 1956 when
Dr, Ambedkar launched his Bud-
dhist Conversion Movement on
14th October, 1956. Hehas writ-
ten his autobiography which has
been published as “In the Pursuit

(Contd. on page 2)

Editor’'s mail

"Reading Corona Pandemic with Dr. Ambedkar: Caste vs Nation"

Apropos of "Reading Corona Pandemic with Dr.
Ambedkar: Caste vs Nation" (April 8, 2020,
Ambedkar Times), the author (Prof Ronki Ram) of
this invited editorial and article combined has suc-
cessfully made the logical and rational comparison
between social and physical distancing.

Though the assertion of social distancing is
projected as the sole preventive measure in the on-
going corona pandemic, however, the term physical
distancing is more relevant and appropriate. In fact,
the author has brought into focus the fraternity
doctrine of Dr Ambedkar, who termed 'caste as an-
tithetical to the society.'

The practice of social distancing based on
the caste, colour, creed and religion etc. is a con-
tinuing process in India. In fact, the corona pan-
demic expanded it globally, to teach a lesson to
exclude this social distancing in terms of caste,

creed, colour, religion or wealth etc. Contrary to
this, the term ' Physical Distancing' to avoid con-
tagious vulnerability can be appropriately exercised
to save the mankind by adopting the principal of
fraternity. For comprehension of innate motive of
physical and social distancing, the author stipulates
on societal cohesiveness which in turn is based on
profundity of fraternity. He consciously mentions
that there is no possibility of coexistence of frater-
nity and caste. Author's work precisely and effec-
tively illustrated that fraternity is pivotal for social
democracy and it plausibly grasped the entire
agenda of unity in diversity irrespective of the on-
going ailment of casteism.
Regards,
Dr Avtar Singh
Veterinary Officer,
Faridkot (Punjab)
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SUPREME COUNCIL SRI GURU RAVIDASS SABHAS, USA

Finanil help for th

As we all know that Covid-19 Pan-
demic has impacted the entire globe
bringing life almost to a standstill. As
a result of this outbreak the poor
working class, especially the daily
wage earners who have lost their em-
ployment, have been hit the hardest.
During these difficult times caused by
this unprecedented crisis, the follow-
ing three organizations in Panjab have
been continuously engaged in doing
a commendable service in cooking
fresh and healthy food and providing
it to the needy at local locations as
well as distributing at the adjoining
colonies and other hard-to reach
areas. The supreme council heartily
applauds this remarkable relief and
voluntary effort on their part during
these challenging times. The names
of the Sabhas are:

(1) Shri Guru Ravidass Asso-
ciation, Sector 30-A, Chandigarh (2)

Shri Guru Ravidass Naujawan Sabha
Rahon (Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar)
(3) Shri Guru Ravidass Mandir, Chak
Hakeem, Phagwara.

They contacted the Supreme
Council,USA to provide some finan-
cial help in carrying out this stupen-
dous and humanitarian work.

As a gesture of goodwill for a
humanitarian cause like this the
Supreme Council, as has always been
doing in the past in similar situations,
sent them One lakh Rupees each to
these organizations to help mitigating
the impact of this cataclysm. They
have thankfully acknowledged, send-
ing the cash receipts and live pictures
of this SEWA. We applaud these
Sabhas for this dedicated and volun-
teer work during this critical time.

This financial help has been
sent from Supreme Council Account
without using any Gurughar funds.

Remembering Advocate

(Contd. from page 1)
of Ambedkar” in English and: "Baba Ke
Charnon me” in Hindi. A documentary film
on his life has also been prepared by S.
Anand of Navyana.

Mr. Das has been associated with
the ‘Peace Movement’ since the end of World
War Il, in which he served on the Eastern
Front with the Royal Air Force (RAF) under
South East Asia Command. He is one of the
founder members of the World Conference
on Religion and Peace (WCRP) (India) and has
participated in the Conferences held in Kyoto,
Japan, 1970; Princeton USA (1979); Seoul,
Korea (1986); Nairobi. Kenya (1984) and
Melbourne Australia (1989). He was ap-
pointed Director, Asian Centre for Human
Rights (Asian Conference on Religion and
Peace) in 1980 and continued to serve in this
capacity till 2004 monitoring the news of vi-
olation of human rights in Asian countries
and organising camps for training of human
rights workers, speaking and writing for the
cause.

Mr. Das was invited to deliver a lec-
ture on ‘Discrimination by the Peace Univer-
sity, Tokyo (1980) and also addressed several
meetings organised by the Burakuminsof
Japan. He gave testimony before the United
Nations in regard to the plight o Untouch-
ables in South Asia, in the meeting of Sub-
Committee on Human Rights held at Geneva,
Switzerland in August, 1983. He visited Eng-
land in 1975, 1983, 1988, 1990 and 1991
in connection with lectures and seminars. He
participated in the seminar held in ‘Hull Uni-
versity in 1990 as a representative of the
Ambedkar Centenary Celebration Committee,
UK and also a seminar on Human Rights in
India held at London University, School of

Asian and Oriental Studies in February 1991.

He was invited to deliver Ambedkar
Memorial Lectures in Milind Mahavidyalya,
Aurangabad (1970); Marathwada University
(1983); Nagpur University, PWS College,
Nagpur; Ambedkar College, Chander Pur and
Amrraoti University in 1990.

Mr. Das also visited Nepal (1980
and 1990); Pakistan (1989); Thailand
(1988); Singapore (1989) and Canada
(1979) to study the problems f deprived and
disadvantaged members of society, women
and children. Delivered lectures in Wisconsin
University (USA) 1979 and North- field Col-
lege (USA) on Caste in contemporary India.
He was invited to give lectures on Dr Ambed-

kar at the Institute of Oriental Studies,
Moscow in June, 1990.
Mr. Das practices law in the

Supreme Court of India. With a view to im-
prove the professional competence of and
helping upcoming advocates belonging to
Untouchable and indigenous groups he
founded Ambedkar Mission Lawyers Associ-
ation and Legal Aid Society in 1989. He was
General Secretary of ‘Professions for People’,
an organisation founded in Delhi to elevate
professional standards.

Mr. Das was invited to preside at
the Dalit and Buddhist Writers Conference
held at Akola in 1989 and is closely associ-
ated with various organisations of Dalit
Writers.

Mr. Das has written more than five
hundred articles, papers for seminars, short
stories for various newspapers and journals.
His papers on ‘Revival of Buddhism’; ‘Some
problems of minorities in India’; ‘Reservation
in Public Services’ have been published in So-
cial Action brought out by Indian Social Insti-

e ne

We also appreciate Mr.Shashi Paul
and Mr.Ramesh Suman permanent
members of the Council for their co-
ordination in remitting the funds to
the right locations on time.

This humble effort for a noble
community cause like this, in fact,
conforms to the teachings of Guru
Ravidass Ji Maharaj as enshrined in
his following spiritual hymn:
"AisaChahu Raj Mein Jahan Mile Sab-
hanKo Ann-Chhot Bare Sab Sum Vase
Ravidass RaheParsann"

Coronavirus knows no social
boundaries of caste, color and creed
and is an invisible foe to be faced
with feelings of togetherness, unity
and solidarity.

Let us conclude with deep
condolences and sympathies for the
families all over world who have lost
their loved ones to the onslaught of
this Pandemic.

edy during Coronavirus

Humble Sewadar,
0.P. Balley (General Secretary)
Supreme Council
Sri Guru Ravidass Sabhas USA
1-925-252-6085

Bhagwan Das: A Profile

tute, New Delhi and Delhi University Buddhist
Department. He has written many papers on
Reservation and Representative Bureaucracy,
Discrimination against the Dalits in Public
Services and Minorities etc. His short stories
were published in Sarita (Urdu), NayaZamana
(Urdu), Milap (Urdu, Bheem Patrika (Urdu and
Hindi). He has edited “Slavery and Untouch-
ability’ incomplete book written by Babasa-
heb Ambedkar). He also edited “Untouchable
Soldiers- Mazhbi and Mahar” wrote M.A.
Thesis by Ardith Basham, an American
Scholar. He has also writtenabout Dalit poli-
tics under the title “Dalit RajnitiaurSang-
hathan.”(Dalit Politics and Organisations).
He was a member for the ‘Commit-
tee for evolving new strategies for the devel-
opment of Scheduled Castes and Tribes - VIII
Plan’ set up by the Government of India and
also a member of Ambedkar Centenary Com-
mittee of the Government of India. Mr. Das
has written many books in Urdu, English and
Hindi on Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar; Untouch-
ables; Scavengers and Sweepers; Human
Rights Discrimination etc. Prominent among
them are Thus Spoke Ambedkar (Vol | to
IVEd) a pioneer work; Ambedkar on Gandhi
and Gandhism (Ed); Ambedkar EkParicheyEk
Sandesh (Hindi); Main Bhangi Hoon (Hindi),
the story of an Indian sweeper told in the
first- person (this book has been translated
into Punjabi, Kannada and Marathi and Ger-
man); Valmiki Aur Bhangi Jatian (Hindi);
Valmiki (Hindi); Dhobi (Hindi), Revival of Bud-
dhism in India and Role of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar;
Dr. Ambedkae Ek Parichay Ek Sandesh; Dr.
Ambedkar aur Bhangi Jatiya and Bharat me
Bauddh Dhamm ka punrjagran
tathasamasyayen. He has translated into
Urdu former President of the USA Lyndon

Johnson’s book ‘My Hope for America’; Dr
Ambedkar’s ‘Ranade, Gandhi and Jinnah’in
to Urdu; besides editing Bhadant Anand
Kaushalyayan’s’Gita Ki Buddhivadi Samik-
sha.’

Other books in hand are “Reserva-
tion and Representative Bureaucracy in
India”; “Untouchables in the Indian Army
(Mahar, Mazhbi, Chuhra, Pariahs, Mangs,
Dhanuks, Dusadhs, Chamars, Kolis, Bheels)”;
“Mandal Commission and the Future of Back-
ward Classes”; “Twenty-Two Oaths of Bud-
dhism and Conversion”; “Balmiki; Ravidassis
and Balmikis of Northern India”; “Buddhism
and Marxism” and “Ambedkar as a
Religious Leader.”

Mr. Das has toured almost the
whole of India to study the problems of
Hindu-Muslim riots, religious conflicts, atroc-
ities committed on the Untouchables and
tribal people, with the group ‘Threat to Diver-
sity’, ‘Swaraj MuktiMorcha and as Chairman,
Samata Sainik Dal.” He is also the founder
President of “Dalit Solidarity People”, an or-
ganisation aiming at uniting Hindu Dalits,
Dalit Christians, Sikh Dalits, Muslim Dalits
and Burakumins of Japan and Korea. Like
Marx his slogan “Dalits of the
World Unite.”

Mr Bhagwan Das has been a store-
house of insight and information, his resi-
dence at Delhi has been a mandatory
stopover for many renowned scholars like
Eleanor Zelliot, Mark Juergensmeyer,Owen
lynch, Marc Gallanter, RK Kshirsagar,
SukhadeoThorat down to younger scholars
like Vijay Prashad,Nicolas Jaoul and Maren
Bellwinkel-Schempp.

Read more:
www.ambedkartimes.com

was
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Letter from County Supervisor

Sue Frost, Sacramento County Supervisor

COVID in the
Homeless Community

Over the past couple of
weeks, | have had a large number of
people ask me what Sacramento
County is doing or going to do to help
reduce the spread of COVID in the
homeless community. In early April,
Sacramento County and Sacramento
City unanimously approved a joint
plan that allocated more than $15
million for this purpose, so | want to
take this opportunity to explain it to
you so you can understand how we
are addressing this important issue.
The plan consists of three main parts:

First, we are keeping our ex-
isting emergency shelters safe and
operational and expanding their ca-
pacity. For our existing shelters, we
are providing guidance and supplies
for how to keep facilities sanitized

who have signed contracts with the
County. Since hotels/motels have vir-
tually 100% vacancy right now, this
is a good fit for both parties. We are
allowing homeless people access to
the quarantine units based on a rank-
ing, with the top rank being someone
who has tested positive for COVID
(which we have the complete capac-
ity for). The second rank is for some-
one pending a test or exposed to
someone who tested positive, the
third rank is for someone aged 65 +
with pre-existing conditions with
symptoms, and the ranks go on from
there.

| would like to think that from
this overwhelming situation that has
arisen, some good may be able to
come out of it. For Sacramento
County, we may be able to connect
more homeless individuals with the

l".u
il

who are homeless but also work to
beautify Sacramento County at the
same time. | promised you that after
the trial was completed, | would re-
port back on how effective the pro-
gram was.

| am sad to report that the
program ended largely in failure — but
we did learn some important lessons.
| want to take this opportunity to ex-
plain to you why it failed, and what
we learned. But before that, | want to
give you a refresher on exactly how
the program functioned.

40 homeless people were
planned to be identified who both
were willing to work and be clean
from drugs and alcohol. Shelter
would be secured for them, and they
would clean the American River Park-
way for minimum wage pay in the
morning, and go through a job train-

startling
statistic

and one

that has

caused me

to learn

two impor-

tant les-

sons from

this en-

deavor. Sue Frost
. The Sacramento County Supervisor
first lesson

| learned is that we must solve the
underlying problems that homeless
people have before we can work on
job training. It is a wasted effort and
a drain on the taxpayers for no bene-
fit. We have to solve their drug and
alcohol dependence before we can
expect them to responsibly hold
down a job.

and properly implement social dis-
tancing. For six different providers,
we have expanded or prioritized the
highly vulnerable. In one instance, the
North 5th Street shelter expanded to
accommodate an additional 40 highly
vulnerable homeless individuals.

Second, we are working to
ensure the health and safety of every-
one living outdoors. We are doing this
by providing portable toilets and wash
stations to homeless camps with
more than ten people living in them.
We are also going to be providing
daily support to meet the hygienic
needs the homeless have, such as hy-
giene kits. | have had some people
ask me why we aren’t providing
portable toilets and wash stations
year-round, regardless of COVID. The
reason is that portable toilets at
homeless camps quickly turn into bio-
hazard nightmares unless we provide
heavy, daily upkeep. Doing so is ex-
tremely expensive, and the money
can often put to better use elsewhere
to help solve the problem.

Third, we are creating quaran-
tine units for homeless people who
have tested positive for COVID, are
symptomatic, or are otherwise highly
vulnerable. We are housing these peo-
ple mainly at a few existing motels

services they need than we have in
the past. We are getting our foot in
the door to talk with them about long
term housing and care, ways of get-
ting them out of homelessness.
Sometimes, that is how a crisis
works. It comes along and throws us
into chaos, but it also creates oppor-
tunities. Many people are struggling
right now, but they are doing it from
the comfort of their homes, while
many people, including seniors and
families, have no such luxuries. | hope
we can capitalize on this opportunity
and pull as many vulnerable people
off the streets as we can, for as long
as we can.

Sacramento County

Homeless Program

While | know COVID-19 is on
all our minds right now, | wanted to
share some news with you about a
homeless program that | spearheaded
that | have been writing about over
the past two years.

In March 2018 | wrote on this
Facebook page outlining why |
thought Sacramento County was in
need of a work program for people
who are homeless. In March 2019 |
put theory into reality and officially
rolled out a one-year trial program
that would not only employ people

ing program in the construction in-
dustry in the afternoon. After leaving
the program they would then get help
in finding employment by getting in-
troduced to employers, being placed
in internships, and receiving certifi-
cates that enable them to earn more
than minimum wage.

Unfortunately, we were only
able to get 8 people out of a goal of
40 enrolled in the program, with even
less graduated. By far the biggest rea-
son for this failure was because the
people in our program could not stay
off drugs. Not only could they not
stay clean, but we couldn’t even find
people who wanted to try getting
clean. And we aren’t talking just
about drugs like marijuana, we are
talking about extremely dangerous
drugs like methamphetamine and
crack cocaine. There were other prob-
lems with the program as well, such
as showing up to work on time and a
hesitance to work specifically in the
construction industry. But those prob-
lems paled in comparison to the drug
abuse. The last official homeless
count done less than a year ago
showed that Sacramento County has
over 5,500 homeless people living
within our borders. And out of those
5,500, we could only find 8 who
were willing to be drug-free. This is a

The other lesson | learned is
that the data we receive from the fed-
erally mandated point-in-time home-
less survey cannot be trusted. In the
most recent iteration of that survey
from 2019, the data told us that only
9% of homeless people claim alcohol
or drugs prevents them from keeping
a job or maintaining stable housing.
An article in one Sacramento paper
even claimed this data proves it is a
“Myth” that homeless people all use
drugs. At the time | severely ques-
tioned this data, but now | know for
certain that it is faulty.

Even though this program it-
self was not successful, | am still glad
that we did it and think there is great
value to learning the lessons that we
have. | also take great personal issue
with new government programs that
are started and turn out to be ineffec-
tive, yet get funded for eternity — so
I am happy that we have quickly
changed directions once we found
out things weren’t working.

| still believe that finding jobs
for people who are homeless is an im-
portant piece to this overall problem
that we are not looking close enough
at. But | now realize with much
greater clarity that there are bigger
problems we have to get a handle
on first.
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Political Support Solicited - International Day of Equallty

With a view to pursue the road-map
for the proposal on International Day
of Equality, | wrote to EAM Dr. S.
Jaishankar on April 15 under intima-
tion to PM Narendra Modi followed by
a letter dated April 22 to Charanjit
Singh Atwal, Chairman of the Forum
of Scheduled Caste MPs and MLAs
with copies to SC Ministers in the
GOl namely Thaavar Chand Gehlot,
Ram Vilas Paswan, Som Parkash, Rat-
tan Lal Kataria and Ramdass
Athawale. | decided to give due impe-

here with a sense of regret that | have
been following up the issue with
some shortlisted MPs and public fig-
ures in my small way in the past also
both by way of written communica-
tions and verbal briefings but could
not get much response. It seems our
MPs and MLAs are too occupied with
their party matters or the proposal
has gone over their head (fun in-
tended - with due regard to their cere-
bral status). We are here to sit and
discuss with them as convenient to

Ramesh Chander
Ambassador - LF.S. (Retired)

Greetings on the Buddha Jayanti

with all

The Buddha Jayanti - an auspicious and solemn occasion to
celebrate Gautama the Buddha falls on May 7. It is a matter of
coincident that this year the day has come when the whole
humanity is fighting the deadly Corona Virus in an atmosphere of
fear and anxiety. The teaching of Lord Buddha, Love, Peace,
and Compassion become all the more relevant and important
not only to fight the menace but also live in the aftermath of
the resultant situation. Let us celebrate the Buddha Purnima
dedication and solemnity while praying for the
wellbeing, good health and prosperity of all.

| take this opportunity to invoke the blessing of Lord Buddha by
taking shelter under the Tri-sharan:

g2 9TI0TH IT=r# |
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With Hearty Greetings on the Buddha Jayanti

(Ramesh Chander)

tus to the efforts to gather much
needed political support and wrote to
about 80 MPs and MLAs of different
parties vide my letter dated April 27
which is available as an Appendix to
this article.

Let us pursue the matter with
our elected representatives in the par-
liament and state assemblies. | add

them. We require their understanding
and support. We would expect our
MPs/MLAs to raise the subject in
their respective party fora and gather
support of their leadership. We also
expect MPs to raise the matter in
both the houses of parliament that is
Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha appropri-
ately under the rules of business in

the house. Some of the MPs may also
consider writing to the EAM Dr. S.
Jaishankar to know the status of the
proposal and convey their support.
The MLAs may right to the CM of
their respective states and request
them to pass a resolution in the state
assembly in support of the proposal
to declare April 14, birth anniversary
of Babasaheb Ambedkar, as Interna-
tional Day. These passed resolutions
may be forwarded to the
President/PM/EAM of India. | took the
liberty of writing this in a bit of detail
not to burden the people’s represen-
tatives but to make their work a bit
easy. The ultimate decision how to
handle the matter, obviously, rests
with their better judgment. | am con-
fident; our elected representatives
will consider my submissions and do
justice to their maker and saviour,
Babasaheb Ambedkar. Let us repay
the debt of gratitude to the greatest
son of India by supporting the pro-
posal on the International Day of
Equality and convincing the GOI to
support and take up the matter with
the UN. The time is of essence. The
deadline is the forthcoming UNGA
session at New York to be held in
September, 2020. As usual PM
Narendra Modi /EAM Dr. S. Jais-
hankar will lead the Indian delegation
to the UNGA Session.
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Appendix:-
Text of the Letter to MPs and MLAs
April 27, 2020

Respected Sir,

You may or may not be aware
of the proposal on declaring April 14,
birth  anniversary of Babasaheb
Ambedkar, as the International Day of
Equality which | made to the then
EAM Sushma Swaraj in June, 2015 in
the run up to celebrate the 125th
birth anniversary of Babasaheb
Ambedkar. The rest is history and the
proposal is resting with the
MEA/PMO since then.

With the recent positive de-
velopment — the City of Burnaby of
Canada proclaiming the day as “Dr.
B.R. Ambedkar Day of Equality”, |
thought of revisiting the issue and
wrote to EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar on
April 15, 2020 accordingly. All the

Ramesh Chander

Ambassador - LF.S. (Retired)
91-99885-10940

necessary details of the proposal and
related nitty-gritty are available in the
I i n k :
http://diplomatictitbits.blogspot.com/
2020/04/the-road-map-to-realize-pro-
posal-on.html

With a view to engage the
parliamentarians and legislators, | also
reiterated my submissions to the
Forum of Scheduled Caste MPs. And
MIAs through my letter dated April
22, 2020 addressed to Sardar Cha-
ranjit Singh Atwal who has been fa-
cilitating the matter with the GOI in
the past. The details may be seen at
the link:
http://diplomatictitbits.blogspot.com/
2020/04/following-up-road-map-in-
ternational-day.html

The purpose of this letter is to
solicit your kind consideration and
help in taking up the proposal with
the GOI appropriately, as you deem
fit, both in parliament/Assembly and
outside to honour not only the great-
est son of India, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar,
but also to contribute positively to
the “Millennium Goals” of the UN to
establish an ‘Equitable and just
world order’.

I am confident, Sir, that my
submissions would find due consider-
ation with you and you would act as
a true representative of “We the peo-
ple of India” in the larger interests of
the country and the society at large.

With regards,

Yours truly,
(Ramesh Chander)

In India, caste and class go to-
gether, overlap and are co-terminus,
almost entirely if not entirely. While
economic power (class) is single-
point in effect, caste plays a multi-
ple role in Indian society. Those who
enjoy higher social economically
well off, enjoy more political power
and have more opportunities of
making a good career than persons
born in lower castes. While external
circumstance caste hurdles in the

path of low caste man of even

Just for your knowledge sake

above average capacity, the sur-
roundings of even a below average

upper caste man remains unedu-

Caste and

will be denied reservation? Both in-
come and property can undergo

change, not by manipulation but

cated, unemployment or uncultured,
there is something wrong with his
individual personality.

Is it possible to fix an in-
come limit (or should it be property
limit?) below while even upper caste
person will be entitled to reservation

and above which even untouchables

even in the Indians are experts in
concealing their property and in-
come if it benefits them. Will a fam-
ily be entitled to the issue of
“reservation certificate” (it can’t be
a caste c ertificate) at one par-
ticular time and not another?

If people can cheat even ex-

Class

perts in the matter of income tax,
house tax, sale tax, wealth tax,
profit tax and Land Ceiling Act etc.,
why should not be possible for high
caste clever persons to get “low in-
come” certificate from any authority
of general administration which is

mostly inefficient and corrupt.

Courtesy: Babu Mangu Ram
Mugowalia Souvenir 1985
by
Mr. C. L. Chumber
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# Call : Dharminder Singh
Cell : 530-870-6600

Email: myfuturetruck@gmail.com
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Indian Grill

Indiangrillsanleandro.com

Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events
1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

GINNY WALIA

Law Offices. Inc

Ginny H. K. Walia

FAMILY LAW,
CRIMINAL
DEFENSE

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer
Featured as a legal analyst on
Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4

Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Free: 1 (800) 379-9330

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

*§ MAJESTIC™

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618
Fax (905) 219-3918
DRE Licence- 00871752

RAMESH SUMAN
Broker Realtor
RCS-D ™

www.majestichomes.us

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

ramesh@rameshsuman.com

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

ramsaroay@hotmail.com

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983

sINCE 1006 jewelers.Bagga@gmail.com |
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6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823
Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202

Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539

* Please call us for
Professional & reliable

services at reasonable rates.




INDIAN, PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

WE ARE OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK

9:00 to 8:30
kBl o/ (209) 478-0285

RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES
rox (209) 477-3206

cALL TO HAPPY
Cell: (209)-487-2127
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WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS ' g3 §m eniamits feawi 9 Susau oa |

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

1304-E HAMMER LANE, SUITE 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
EMAIL: indiabazaarO8@yahoo.com
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SWEETS & SPICES

SO CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT

MUSIC, FABRIC
ARTIFICIAL
JEWELRY, SWEETS,
FRESH VEGETABLES
& MORE..

WE HAVE
LARGEST
COLLECTION
FOR INDIAN

FIJIAN & PAKISTANI
GROCERY

Super Eyebrow
Threading Now Open

Eyebrow Threading
& Henna Tattoo

7 times, \
Get 8th one free! R

5203 EKLHORN BLVD T L Ly J16-798-8142
SACRAMENTO CA 95842 # 100 ROSEVILLE, CA 95747 '
916- 338-5511 916- 786-7666  IndaMarketRoseville@gmail com

SWEETS & CATERING ITEMS SERVING
AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR All Kinds of Sweets | Snacks
MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS Chaat Stall | North Indian Cuisine
Fluda Kulfi Stall | On Site Tandoor
CATERING SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICE

Warmers | Chaffing Dishes
China & Silverware
Linen Rental | Waiters
Bartenders

Wedding Ceremonies | Receptions
Birthday Parties | Corporate Events
Religious Gatherings
Picnics/Bar-B-Que

CONTACT US: : | |

Email: msbains@rajasweets.com
\F;VA(‘)I;;“(’EEE?) iggT_Egn.:%% WWW, rajasweets_.com
CELL (510) 715-1619 Msook. (D

rajasweetsandcatering  rajaswests
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FABRICS
3T AURS et

fenmra mret Bt fFametag
BiIar 3 §E M3 38
femrfeaa Hfger frEset
ST AT 3
fsaretse ge, EarsT Jar
few uargtr™ AE 3 wate

st 21516 3 s1e =tg 51y ©f w3 =51 g%ans T

KASH FABRICS

ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
29576 Mission Blvd Hayward. Ca 94544

www.kashfabrics.com

Tel: 910-538-1138
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\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND

SERVICES

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,
Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,
Trailer plates.

SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

STRIVE FOR MORE

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.
ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.
DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE COIVIPLETE SOLUTIONS
FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376

Give us a chance to provide you best services

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE
FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
RECORD KEEPING.
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Relevance of Tathagat Buddha
in Contemporary Times

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-in-Chief: www.ambedkartimes.com
Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba Weekly Newspapers

Tathagat Buddha started his search for an answer to
'dukha’ (suffering -physical, mental, moral & social)
by abandoning palace and seeking the company of
the known recluses of his time. His sufferings did
not begin out of either scarcity of material resources
or of any physical ailment. It was the outcome of
subtle realization on his part after a chance en-
counter of sickness, old age, and death. It went
deep into his rational mind that if someone faces
sickness, turned old and become dead then this will
be the fate of every human being irrespective of his
status, age and place. In this way, Buddha's suffer-
ing was the outcome of his encounter with the suf-
ferings of others. In other words, it was contagious!
So it cannot be designated as moral or something
else. May be, we can call it impersonal-personal- suf-
fering that he attributed to his very inner being after
the chance encounter. Nevertheless, it occurred de-
spite the presence of all comforts at his end. And
this impersonal-personal-suffering led him to re-
nounce his palacial living, King father, beautiful wife,
a very small son and to live a mendicant life full of
self-invited sufferings. He began his search for the
emancipation of sufferings of all sorts outside the
palace and in the company of the known renounc-
ers. He did what was told to do to attain the 'truth’.
He practiced every formula, yogic exercise and put
himself to self-severe physical afflictions to the ex-
tent of turning his body frame into a mere skeletal.
Living for days just on a single grain. None did work.
Finally, | became clear to him that answer to suffer-
ing cannot be found outside. It might have occurred
to him that how come an answer to sufferings that
experienced within could be located in the outer-
world? This led him do perform a new journey in
search of the 'truth, - a journey within his very self.
It also made him realise that on this journey, the best
way is the middle way - in between extreme indul-
gence and total renunciation! But what distinguished
Tathagat Buddha from all other practioners of spiri-
tual way of finding truth is his scientific approach
to know 'thyself'. He taught us there is dukha in life.
It has a cause. The cause can be tracked down. And
the answer to get rid of that could be found.
Another insight of the realized truth that he
shared with the humanity is that all human beings
are same. There is no upper and lower caste. Free-
dom, equality and social justice are the fundamental
foundations for the journey to launch within by each
one of us. Suffering begin in craving and it never
ends at any stage of life. The only exit is to light
one’s own lamp within. Babasaheb Dr B.R. Ambed-
kar found the noble way to the emancipation and
empowerment of the lower castes in embracing Bud-
dhism, which for him not a religion of rituals but of
social justice, freedom and equality. It taught us to
struggle for salvation through our own efforts. It did
not ask for any mediator between the sufferers and
the God. It called upon us to understand what
caused our suffering and to find a way out. The way
he suggested is: Educate, Agitate, and Organize!
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501 © Non-Profit

Jagdip S. Nirwan, Esq

916-832-3144

IMMIGRATION LAW
* Adjustment of Status
* Citizenship
* Employment
* Appeals-1]/
* Family & Finance Visa
* Board /Federal Ct
* Labor Certification
* Asylum
* Removal & Deportation Defense

TAX LAW
* Offer in Compromise
* Payment Plans
* File Back Taxes
* Tax Preparation
Audits, Appeals
Tax Court Rep
IRS/EDD/FTB Representation
Personal & Business

Income Tax Filling 1040/1020

1104 Corporate Way Sacramento, CA 95831
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Auto Repair & Services

SRR S A

Specializing in Brakes & Axles

Mon-Fri
9:00 AM
to 6:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to
5:00 PM

Ph: 916-238-4431
Rio Lindla, CA 95673

649 W, Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars
Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers

inspeciion tune-ups and more
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BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

Home Services
Shangara Ram
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE ING.
PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Trucks & Trailers Services:

Auto Services:

* Oil Change Services

* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

* Transmission Repair / Replacement
* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
* Electrical / Battery Service & Repair

* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair
* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs
* And Much More...

» DPF Filter Cleaning

* Computer Check
* Differential
*New / Use Tires * Inspections

* Van/Reefer Work

* Clutch
* Transmission

* Qil changes
*Wheel Balancing

*Truck & Trailer Repair

We Provide Towing &

* All Major & Minor Repairs
* We Do Aluminium Welding

ACBEPTED IIEHE

T-Check

EFS Check

We Speak English, Spanish & Punjabi

We Provide All Autos,
e TTUCKS & Trailers Repair

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 561-1846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Available)
Address: 1003 Moffat Blvd, Manteca CA 95336
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Kashmiri Bhatia,
Dealer/Broker

408- 848 2365

IN HOUSE
50% OFF WARRANTY
with Qualifying Car Purchase ' -NANCING AVALIABLE

WWW. kbusedautosales com

o F\‘ K&K AUTO REPAIR  Kashmiri Bhatia (Owner)

831-623-4702

and Car Wash 20% OFF LABOUR
63 Muckelemi St on your next qualifying service

| $an Juan Bautista 95045 Car Care You Can Trust

Kashmiri Bhatia & his wife

CORNING feg UA™gt 29ad 397t & Myt

AAA Truck Wash, Tire, and Lube

* We Carry New and Used Tires All Major Brands
* Smart Way Tires Available
' * Used Tires Start From & 135
H g .4 * Old Change $ 189 + Tax
fil * We also do truck and car washing and waxing TRUCKWASH

* Friendly and Professional Staff
* We offer truck and car detailing

[ vee efeei €t s X NEW & USED

S eeten s | 186 BT HET € Mo /YW fe6 TIRES

IEBE 749 (¥ 2fEd) $749
Used Tires American Brand $99+ Labor
uu u Recap Truck Tire $ 249 + Labor WASI.II I'UBEI BRAKES
Call: Recap Trailar Tires and Kind $ 199+ Labor Call:

530-824-5134 Lucas o Lucas nJecTor cLeaner s28.99 ©650-642-0697
3525 Highway 99, West Corning, CA 96021

Across the Street from TA Truck Stop

ﬂ_!d Excellence
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Indian Restaurant Smoke Shop for Sale in Sacramento Gas Station, Liquor Store, Auto Repair & Lube Shop
Lot Size: 2000, Rent is ONLY

For Sale In Stockton Deli, & Laundromat!
. ; Monthly Gross Sales: $50K b .
All Equipment & Fixtures Included LA ¥ In Contra Costa County, CA Listing i:iigot{)m;149,ooo

Listing Price: $149,900 Listing Price: $89,000 Listing Price: $1,200,000 Sacramento, CA

NG W,
= Absentee
Owner

Liquor Store for Sale in Santa Clara Indian Restaurant Coffee Shop for Sale

Monthly Gross Sale: $90K for Sale in Sacramento for Sale in Sacramento Monthly Gross Sales: $25,000
Listing Price: $649,000 plus Inventory Listing Price: $224,900 Listing Price: $149,000 Listing Price: $150,000

BE RKHlilR}' HATHA\-\&Y
i] !{ 1-.5(3"

—
1

., Elite Real Estate

TEleven 3 Bedroom 1 Bath Home on \ il O | loie Services
7 Eleven Store For Sale in Antioch, CA 10 Acre Lot
Listing Price: $550,000 Listing Price: $1,500,000 B E RKS H I RE HATHAWAY
Have you been thinking of buying Rental Properties?

- .
*M' uy Call me and I can help you buy Rental properties in Sactamento Area with positive Cash in your pocket every month, Tenants
BUYING YOUR FIRST are paying off your rental property for you and putting extra money in your pocket! What else do you want! Everyday investors

INVESTMENT PROPERTY , : . , -
=Tl are buying a home to rent in Sacramento because there s high demand for rentals in Sacramento. If you want to invest in
rental properties! Call meat 916-271-5404 or email me at bangarealtor@qmail.com

OFFICE: 7412 ELSIE AVE., SACRAMENTO, CA 95828




